
As the fall colors remind us that winter is settling 
in, the quiet of the season invites reflection. The 
shorter days and colder nights can remind us of the 
difficult seasons many survivors of domestic and 
sexual violence face—times when light feels distant, 
options feel limited, and the world seems frozen in 
place. But just as the seasons are not permanent, 
neither is the season of crisis.

Survivors know this truth: change is possible, even 
when it feels far away, or impossible. Winter teaches 
us that beneath the surface, life is still moving, still 

growing, still preparing for renewal. What looks dormant is often only 
gathering strength.

At Verde Valley Sanctuary, we have the honor of witnessing these 
transformations every day. A survivor taking their first step toward safety 
is like the first snowfall—quiet but powerful. A person reaching out to a 
friend in need is the glow of a winter sunrise—small, steady, and full of 
hope. Acts of support, whether seen or unseen, help pave the way for 
healing.

Winter also reminds us of the importance of warmth—warm homes, warm 
connections, and warm-hearted communities. No one should have to face 
the cold alone. This season, we at Verde Valley Sanctuary remain steadfast 
in our commitment to creating safe spaces where survivors can find 
safety, services, and comfort as they move toward brighter days.

And just as winter eventually gives way to spring, so too do survivors 
reclaim joy, safety, and possibility. Their resilience mirrors the turning 
of the seasons—proof that even after the coldest, darkest days, renewal 
follows.

As we look toward the year ahead, we invite you to stand with us. Your 
support—whether through volunteering, donating, advocating, or simply 
sharing information—helps bring warmth and hope into the lives of those 
experiencing abuse.

Thank you for being part of this community and for believing, as we do, 
that change is not only possible—it’s already on its way.

VERDE VALLEY SANCTUARY

NEWSLETTER
Issue No. 4 | December 2025

Page 1

Giving Tuesday
Page 5

Shop Local
Page 7

Tax Credit
Page 12

In need of help? 
Please call our 24/7/365 Crisis Hotline at 
928-634-2511, or 800-930-7233.

- Jessye Johnson
Executive Director

@VerdeValleySantuary
VerdeValleySanctuary.org
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Wishlist
Verde Valley Sanctuary is in need of these 
items for our Survivors in Emergency 
Shelter and Transitional Housing. For an 
updated list, visit VerdeValleySanctuary.
org/Wish-Lists.
Emergency Shelter Items Needed
•	 Appointment calendars, planners.
•	 Brushes, combs, hair ties, bobby pins, 

hairspray.
•	 Shampoo, conditioner, body wash 

(children’s shampoo/body wash).
•	 Clothing (all sizes): sweatsuits, pajamas, 

women’s underwear (especially size 7), 
women’s socks 

•	 Flip flops, slippers (all sizes).
•	 Toilet paper, tissues, paper towels.
•	 Sets of towels.
•	 Toothbrushes, toothpaste, mouthwash.
•	 Women’s Hygiene Kits: Lotion, Q-Tips, 

perfume, deodorant, makeup (for all 
skin tones), tampons, mascara (black or 
brown), eyeliner, chapstick

•	 Men’s Hygiene Kits: Body wash, razors 
shampoo, bar of soap, shaving cream

•	 Cleaning supplies, disinfecting wipes and 
spray, dishwashing liquid.

•	 Sheets (twin), pillows (standard), 
pillowcases, comforters (twin).

•	 Storage bins for under bed storage.
•	 Laundry baskets, laundry detergent, 

dryer sheets.
•	 Plates, cups, bowls, mugs, silverware.
•	 Pots, pans, cookie sheets, bakeware.
•	 Gift Cards: gas and food
•	 Ear plugs, headphones.

Legal Advocacy Center & Outreach 
Center Items Needed
•	 Appointment calendars, planners.
•	 Large purses or briefcases 
•	 Bus tickets.
•	 Snacks: Chips, granola bars for clients
•	 Journals, composition books
•	 Affirmation cards (Louise Hay type)
•	 Any color T-shirt, plain (size large for 

awareness project).
•	 Gift Cards/Gift Certificates: gas, food
•	 Laundry baskets, detergent, dryer sheets.
•	 Cleaning Products: Starter basket for new 

apartment.
•	 Tissues (individually wrapped), Chapstick, 

sunscreen.
•	 Water bottles, tea, hot chocolate packets.
•	 Coloring books, crayons for children.
•	 Children’s books about consent, diversity, 

tolerance.
•	 Blue, black pens (fine point)

If interested in Volunteering at one of our two Twice 
Nice Thriftiques in Sedona and Camp Verde, visit 
VerdeValleySanctuary.org/Volunteer.

To make a donation of a Wishlist item, please reach out to 
Development and Communications Director Brian Bergner 
or visit either Twice Nice Thriftique store.



Page 3

Local townships across the region joined 
Verde Valley Sanctuary (VVS) in officially 
proclaiming October as Domestic Violence 
Awareness Month, partnering with the 
agency in the fight against domestic and 
sexual violence and creating a community 
that refuses to tolerate abuse.

Councilmembers from the City of 
Cottonwood, the Town of Camp Verde, the 
Town of Clarkdale, the Town of Jerome, the 
City of Sedona, and the Yavapai County 
Board of Supervisors took time out of 
their busy council agendas to for the 
proclamations in October, offering their 
support as VVS continues to serve the 
community for more than 30 years.

“The time has come for us to stop 
considering domestic violence a family, 
or ‘private’ issue because it impacts entire 
communities,” VVS Board President 
Pat Jansen said in a statement to the 
Cottonwood City Council on Oct. 7.

“Domestic violence effects thousands 
of people here in the Verde Valley and 
across Arizona, causes significant harm to 
the physical and mental health survivors 
and their families, and undermines their 
economic stability and overall well-being,” 
Jansen continued. 

According to a report by the Arizona 
Coalition to End Sexual and Domestic 
Violence (ACESDV), 84 people along with 
four pets lost their lives in Arizona because 
of domestic violence in 2023. The report 
found that of the 84 deaths, 47 were 
female and 60 of the 84 were of people 
ages 30 and older. And 76% of the deaths 
were a result of gun violence.

Verde Valley Sanctuary partners with 
local councils to proclaim October as 
Domestic Violence Awareness Month

City of Cottonwood, Town of Camp Verde among others 
to offer support for VVS’ services to community

Verde Valley Sanctuary Executive Director Jessye 
Johnson stands with members of the Yavapai County 
Board of Supervisors after they officially proclaimed 
October as Domestic Violence Awareness Month on 
Oct. 15, 2025, in Cottonwood. (Yavapai County/Courtesy)

Verde Valley Sanctuary Residential Services Director 
Cassie Presmyk, far left, VVS Board Member Val 
Wilson, far right, VVS Board Member Holly Hulen, 
second from right, and Camp Verde Mayor Marie 
Moore stand together for a photo at the Town of 
Camp Verde’s council meeting Oct. 8, 2025, as the 
team from VVS was presented with the proclamation 
naming October as the official Domestic Violence 
Awareness Month. (VVS)
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Arizona consistently ranks among the 
top states in the country with the highest 
homicide rates of women murdered by 
men. The report stated that between 
2009 and 2023, there were 1,543 domestic 
violence related deaths.

“While significant progress has been 
made in reducing domestic violence 
and improving services and support for 
survivors, much work remains to be done 
to expand prevention efforts and provide 
greater access to safety and healing,” 
VVS Board Member Holly Hulen said in a 
statement to councilmembers for the Town 
of Camp Verde on Oct. 8.

In fiscal year 2024-25, VVS provided services 
to more than 1,500 survivors of domestic 
and sexual assault, including nearly 9,500 
bed nights provided and almost 1,300 crisis 
hotline calls answered, a 28% increase from 
the previous year

“During national Domestic Violence 
Awareness and Prevention Month, we 
honor the tremendous dedication of 
advocates and service providers, honor 
the courage and resilience of survivors 
and recommit ourselves to standing with 
them for safety, dignity and justice,” VVS 
Executive Director Jessye Johnson said in a 
statement to the Yavapai County Board of 
Supervisors on Oct. 15. “There is still much 
work to do, and it will take all of us to do it.”

ABOVE: Verde Valley Sanctuary Executive 
Director Jessye Johnson accepts the 
document proclaiming October as the official 
Domestic Violence Awareness Month from 
Mayor Robyn Prud’homme-Bauer of the 
Town of Clarkdale on Oct. 14, 2025. (Town of 
Clarkdale/Courtesy)

BELOW: Verde Valley Sanctuary Board 
President Pat Jansen, fourth from right, 
and VVS Executive Director Jessye Johnson 
(black shirt) accept the official proclamation 
that October be recognized as Domestic 
Violence Awareness Month from the City of 
Cottonwood Town Council on Oct. 7, 2025. 
(City of Cottonwood/Courtesy)
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Verde Valley Sanctuary set to join 
‘Giving Tuesday’ on December 2!

Verde Valley Sanctuary (VVS) is excited to announce that once again the agency will be 
participating in “Giving Tuesday” this year! This amazing day of giving was created in 2012 as 
a simple idea: A day that encourages people to do good! This global movement unleashes 
the power of radical generosity around the world, and has inspired millions of people to give, 
collaborate and celebrate generosity.

In 2025, “Giving Tuesday” is set for Tuesday, December 2, and VVS love it if you join us! But, before 
we get into exactly how you as a supporter of survivors going through one of the most difficult 
times in their lives can participate in “Giving Tuesday,” we’d like to share a testimonial from 
someone recently in shelter. (Pseudonym name used to protect the client’s privacy):

A Grateful Mother: 
“Hello, my name is Jackie, and I’d like to share 
my story. … When I ran out of the house, all I 
had was a single diaper bag — a few bottles, 
a few diapers, and some wipes. The plan had 
been to leave with some of our belongings, 
but at the last minute, we had to run for our 
lives. My abuser was getting close, right at 
my heels. So, I strapped my baby to my chest 
with a belt and held my 5-year-old’s hand as 
we ran down the street toward a nearby gas 
station behind a government office. I banged 
on the door, but it was closed. The clerk at 
the gas station saw us and hid us behind 
the counter until help arrived. Later that day, 
a ride was arranged for us directly to Verde 
Valley Sanctuary.

When we arrived, we had nothing but that 
one diaper bag. No paperwork. No home. 
Just fear — and hope — from a conversation 
I’d had with a VVS staff member who told 
me they had space waiting. The relief I felt 
when we got to VVS’ emergency shelter 
was overwhelming. For the first time in a 
long time, I felt safe. The staff welcomed us 
immediately. They gave us food, clothing, 
and a warm place to sleep. They gave us our 
own room — a private space where I could 
finally breathe, cry, and begin to heal from all 
the fear, depression, and anxiety. That room 
became our sanctuary. The beds were made, 
the pillows and blankets were soft, and the 

sense of peace was something I hadn’t felt in 
years. I could finally rest without keeping one 
eye open, without worrying about what might 
happen while my children slept.

The staff helped me create a safety plan 
right away. Within a month, I had childcare 
set up and a bus pass so I could get to my 
appointments. The staff helped me get my 
kids’ physicals and immunizations up to 
date, and they even helped get my ID when 
I couldn’t afford it — taking me to the MVD 
themselves. They provided a car seat, bought 
my first work uniform, and helped me get 
all the school supplies my kids needed. They 
connected me to community resources where 
I received more help with clothing, diapers, 
and therapy for my boys. Any time I ran into 
a problem, the staff was there to guide me 
through it.

Living in a community setting can sometimes 
be challenging, but the staff at VVS make 
it work. They treat everyone equally, with 
compassion and fairness, and always act in 
the best interest of the women and families 
who come through these doors. They find 
solutions. They create hope. They make 
healing possible. Because of VVS, I am not 
just surviving — I’m rebuilding. I’m working, 
saving, and focusing on giving my children 
a safe, stable, and loving future. I will forever 
be grateful for this place, the people, and the 
chance they gave me to start again.”
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VVS’ mission is to provide safety, services, 
and comfort to survivors of domestic and 
sexual violence. During fiscal year 2024-
25, the agency provided services to more 
than 1,500 survivors of domestic and 
sexual assault, including nearly 9,500 bed 
nights and almost 1,300 crisis hotline calls 
answered, a 28% increase from the previous 
year.

“It is because of your generosity, and 
others like you, that we can offer sanctuary 
to those in need in the Verde Valley 
and beyond,” VVS Development and 
Communications Director Brian Bergner 
said. “That’s why we are writing today to ask 
for your support as we provide resources, 
advocacy, and support for survivors of 
domestic and sexual violence.”

Last year’s “Giving Tuesday” campaign 
revealed how incredibly charitable the 
community is, so for this December 2, VVS is 
shooting for the stars and setting a goal to 
collect 100 gifts! 

Those interested in donating can visit 
VerdeValleySanctuary.org, and click on the 
“Donate” tab, or mail a check to Attn: Verde 
Valley Sanctuary, P.O. Box 595, Sedona, AZ 
86339. If you need assistance making a 
payment, please call 928-821-9409, or email 
Brian@VerdeValleySanctuary.org.

“On behalf of those who we serve every 
day, all year long, our staff at VVS thanks 
you in advance for participating in ‘Giving 
Tuesday’ this year,” Bergner said. “We 
hope it is a very special holiday season for 
you and your loved ones. I know it will be 
for us! Your efforts are an integral part of 
our work, which is to ensure that no one 
facing domestic and sexual violence feels 
powerless or alone.”

Here are a few 
ways to give:

Support our Emergency Shelter for 1 Day: It 
costs VVS roughly $1,570 per day to operate our 
Emergency Shelter, and 24/7/365 Crisis Hotline. 
To support 1 hour, give $65.41.

Support our Survivor Food Program for 1 
Month: With a 28-bed Emergency Shelter, it 
costs VVS roughly $2,157 per month to stock 
the fridge and kitchen cupboards. Just $72 will 
feed survivors for 1 day.

Support a Survivor for 1 Year: With an average 
of 155 survivors served every year since 2020, 
VVS spends about $3,408 per year, per client. A 
gift of $284 will serve one survivor for 1 month.

Support Lay Legal Advocacy: For those 
survivors we serve who are not in shelter, VVS 
spends on average $1,730 per year, per client.

Tax Credit: VVS is a Qualifying Charitable 
Organization (QCO) for the Arizona Tax Credit. 
Use QCO code #20041 to donate up to $987 
as a married couple filing jointly, or $495 as an 
individual.

Donate at VerdeValleySanctuary.org/donate
or mail a check: Attn: Verde Valley Sanctuary, 
P.O. Box 595, Sedona, AZ 86339
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A famous catchphrase we often hear around the 
Verde Valley and beyond is “Shop Local,” but what 
exactly does it mean? It is more than just a slogan. 
Shop Local has become a national movement 
encouraging consumers to frequent more locally 
owned small retailers. Small Business Saturday is 
a nationwide event held annually on the Saturday 
after Thanksgiving, which promotes holiday 
shopping with local small businesses instead of 
chain retailers. 

When you shop locally, your dollars are directly 
benefiting the local community. In the case of 
Verde Valley Sanctuary’s Twice Nice Thriftique 
stores in Sedona and Camp Verde, your dollars are 
directly supporting the survivors of domestic and 
sexual violence in our program. All profits support 
the Verde Valley Sanctuary operations and serve 
as a resource for our clients, many of whom were 
forced to leave their homes with only the clothes 
on their backs.

Supporting your community: When you shop 
locally with us, your dollars directly help survivors. 
Money spent at the Thriftique stores directly 
funds our programs to help survivors leave violent 
situations and find safety. 

Reducing environmental impact: Our Thriftique 
stores sell gently used clothing, furniture, 
household items, and more. Our inventory 
consists of generous donations from the local 
community. 

Buying items secondhand encourages the re-
use of clothing and items that have already 
been created, decreasing the need to produce 
additional items. Clothing can take on a new 
life in our store instead of taking up space in a 
landfill. 

Excellent customer service: Small business 
owners often care about their customers and 
are more likely to go the extra mile to ensure 
satisfaction. Our Thriftique staff and volunteers 
here at VVS certainly fit that description. They 
make every shopping experience memorable for 
customers. 

Quality products: The gently used items in 
our thrift stores are far from “junk.” Thanks to 
the generosity of our donors, our stores often 
carry high-end clothing, furniture, jewelry, 
and artwork. That includes designer apparel, 
clothing, handbags, and more – all at a very 
affordable price. 

Convenience: Shopping local in a thrift store 
near you can be more convenient than trying 
to find an item online or in a large department 
store. Our friendly and knowledgeable staff 
and volunteers can easily point you in the right 
direction if you are looking for a specific item. 
Plus, you won’t have to wait for shipping!

There are many reasons to shop locally in our 
Twice Nice Thriftique stores, including: 

‘Shop Local’ at Twice Nice Thriftiques 
in Sedona, Camp Verde helps provide 
life-saving resources



Page 8

VVS has two unique Twice Nice Thriftique 
locations: 1225 W. Highway 89A in Sedona and 
527 S. Main S. in Camp Verde. All items for sale 
have been donated through the generosity 
of our local communities. The Thriftiques are 
also a place for survivors in our program to 
shop at no cost to obtain needed clothing and 
houseware items for setting up their new place 
of residence. These boutiques are the public 
face of Verde Valley Sanctuary and often the 
first contact with donors, volunteers, partners, 
and clients. 

Store staff and volunteers promote the VVS’ 
mission, receive tax credit donations, spread 
the word about public events, and provide 
a safe place for victims of abuse to find 
immediate refuge and support. Our Thriftiques 

are the “Gold Standard” of thrift stores, with 
Sedona’s Twice Nice receiving the “Best of the 
Best” award among all thrift stores in 2025. 
Nothing goes on the floor without being 
cleaned, steamed, polished, spruced up, and 
attractively displayed. Thriftiques are good 
stewards of the environment; they recycle 
every donation that cannot be sold.

Volunteers make it possible for the staff to 
keep the stores beautiful, offer a genuinely 
welcoming shopping experience, generously 
meet the needs of clients, and enable us to be 
open six days a week. Volunteers build new 
skills, become valuable members of a caring, 
family-like environment, and receive a 50% 
discount at all stores. 

SEDONA TWICE NICE
Six-year VVS employee Alicia Henson, the current store 
manager at Twice Nice Sedona, has worked diligently 
with her team to prepare the store for holiday 
shoppers looking for a deal.

“I worked in retail for many years before coming to 
the Sedona Thriftique. As a manager, I aim to make 
our store look and feel like an upscale shopping 
experience. We have a staff of four employees and 
more than 30 volunteers who keep the store in great 
condition. We couldn’t do it without them,” Henson 
said.

The primary job of staff and volunteers is to curate, 
organize, and display donated items. They ensure 
items are in good shape before they make it to the 
retail floor. Some of the most popular items include 
women’s clothing – especially the designer labels – as 
well as jewelry and home goods.

“We receive a lot of jewelry donations, and they are 
popular, especially Native American jewelry,” Henson 
said.

The staff, accompanied by more than 30 volunteers 
in Sedona, are gearing up for the holiday shopping 
season.

“What the community loves the most about our store 
is that we always have something new. We process 
inventory daily, so you can come in every day and have 
a completely different experience,” Henson said. “And, 
of course, our shoppers feel good about supporting 
the VVS mission. They are shopping locally for a great 
cause.”
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TWICE NICE CAMP VERDE
Like Sedona, the Twice Nice Thriftique location in Camp Verde is run by a few staff 
members and several volunteers who work tirelessly to provide one of the best thrift store 
experiences in the area.

“We are fortunate to have some very loyal volunteers 
who help out with processing and tagging of donated 
items,” Camp Verde manager Roberta “Bertie” Alegria 
said. 

Like Henson, Alegria is focused on getting the Camp 
Verde Twice Nice ready for Christmas and with holiday 
shoppers coming in droves a year ago, the same is 
expected this season.

“I love working with the public. Organizing things is 
my passion,” Alegria said.

Donations needed are men’s clothing, luggage, 
makeup bags, new and unused toiletries, and 
housewares such as bedding, linens, pots and pans, 
and small kitchen appliances.

HOLIDAY NOTES

Members of the community who shop at Twice Nice in 
Sedona or Camp Verde will now have the opportunity to 
purchase gift cards from the thrift stores to give to their 
friends and family during the holiday season. Gift cards can 
be purchased in the amount of $25, $50 and $100.

There’s also plans in the works at each store to have a 
“Survivor Tree” set up. Like the Salvation Army’s “Angel 
Tree” program, Twice Nice visitors can grab a voucher to 
purchase a toy for a Survivor at VVS’ Emergency Shelter for 
the holidays.

Finally, if interested in becoming a volunteer at the Twice 
Nice Thriftiques, please visit VerdeValleySanctuary.org, 
navigate to the “Ways to Give” tab and click “Volunteer” for 
more information and an application. 

Interested in Volunteering? 
Fill out an application at 
VerdeValleySanctuary.org/volunteer



Emerson Theater Collaborative 
raises nearly $4K for survivors, Verde Valley 
Sanctuary, with ‘Silence is Not Golden’ production
Ross: ‘This production was a call to awareness’violence
Emerson Theater Collaborative 
(ETC) President Camilla Ross 
recently presented a check to 
Verde Valley Sanctuary (VVS) 
for $3,946 as a donation of the 
proceeds from her most recent 
production, “Silence is Not 
Golden.”

Written by Anita Yellin Simons, 
“Silence is Not Golden” was 
presented to the public during a 
three-day stretch in September 
at Verde Valley School’s Brady 
Hall. It was written and produced 
to raise awareness on domestic 
and sexual violence.

Ross said that Emerson Theater 
Collaborative’s mission has 
always been to use theatre 
as a catalyst for conversation, 
connection and social change. 
With “Silence is Not Golden,” 
the group turned their focus 
to an issue that affects far too 
many lives in silence – domestic 
violence.

“This production was a call to 
awareness. It was an opportunity 
to break through the silence 
that too often surrounds abuse 
and to honor the courage 
of survivors,” Ross said. “Our 
creative team and cast have 

approached this work with 
sensitivity and deep respect, 
knowing that theatre can hold 
space for truth-telling and 
healing.”

Arizona consistently ranks 
among the states with high 
rates of reported domestic 
violence, with nearly one in four 
women and one in seven men 
will experience severe intimate 
partner violence in their lifetime.

“This production is dedicated 
to Kelly Paduchowski, who lost 
her life on June 30, 2024. We 
honored her memory, and we 
thank her family for sharing 
in this moment with us,” Ross 
said. “It was a deep privilege 
to produce and direct this 
production and support the 
work of Verde Valley Sanctuary.”

Every 68 seconds, someone in 
the United States is sexually 
assaulted, according to a 2020 
study by the Department of 
Justice. Furthermore, only 19% of 
sexual assaults are committed by 
a stranger, with 72% by a current 
or former spouse, partner or 
acquaintance. And 75% of sexual 
assaults are not reported.

VVS, a local nonprofit whose 
mission is to provide safety, 
services, and comfort to 
survivors of domestic and sexual 
violence, offers a 24/7/365 pet-
friendly emergency shelter 
and crisis hotline, transitional 
housing, lay legal advocacy, 
community-based advocacy, 
public outreach and awareness, 
and youth violence prevention 
education.

In fiscal year 2024-25, VVS 
provided services to more than 
1,500 survivors of domestic 
violence and sexual assault, 
including nearly 9,500 bed 
nights provided and almost 1,300 
crisis hotline calls answered, a 
28% increase from the previous 
year.

“We want to thank Camilla, 
Anita, and the Emerson 
Theater Collaborative for 
bringing awareness and space 
to highlight insidiousness 
and complexities of domestic 
violence relationships,” 
VVS Executive Director 
Jessye Johnson said. “These 
conversations need to be had 
because we all know someone 
who has been, or is, affected by 
domestic violence.”
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The Arizona Charitable 
Tax Credit allows 
taxpayers to take 
advantage of a dollar-
for-dollar credit for 
donations to Qualifying 
Charitable Organizations 
(QCO), which Verde Valley 
Sanctuary is! This tax 
credit can be claimed on 
your Arizona personal 
tax return to reduce your 
state tax liabilities equal 
to the donated amount, 
up to the maximum 
allowable limits.

For 2025, the maximum 
allowable credit for 
contributions made 
to a QCO like Verde 
Valley Sanctuary is $987 
if married and filing 
jointly, or $495 if single or 
married filing separate. 

For example, if a single 
individual owes $1,000 
in taxes, but donates to 
a nonprofit agency like 
Verde Valley Sanctuary, 
their tax liability is 
reduced to $505. If a 
married couple filing 
jointly owes $1,000, their 
tax liability could be just 
$13!

And remember, Arizona 
taxpayers do not need 
to make their charitable 
contributions to QCOs 
before December 31 of a 
given year in order to be 
eligible for the state tax 
credit for that year, the 
state allows taxpayers to 
claim the credit for gifts 
made all the way up until 
April 15.

Arizona Charitable Tax Credit
Donate to the Verde Valley Sanctuary 
using your tax credit!

Our QCO code is #20041
Our Federal Tax ID 
number is #86-0741314
Have these numbers handy 
when reaching out to your tax 
professional!

Thank you again for your 
consideration in making a 
charitable contribution to Verde 
Valley Sanctuary.

Please call Brian Bergner at 928-
821-9409, or email 
Brian@VerdeValleySanctuary.org 
for more information.

or Visit VerdeValleySanctuary.org 
and click “Donate!”

To donate, 
scan the 
QR Code



The Giving Corner
With the holiday season in full swing, it’s the perfect time of year to reflect on all the 
good we can accomplish in the world with a little bit of time, effort and love. So many 
of you reading this have dedicated your lives to serving others, and sometimes that 
includes Verde Valley Sanctuary, and we thank you for it!
Our 2025 Casino Night Fundraiser was a smashing success, with more than 120 
supporters coming out for an evening of fun, and to aid in Verde Valley Sanctuary’s 
efforts to serve survivors of domestic and sexual violence in our community. We don’t 
have final numbers yet as I write this in mid-November, but we are potentially looking 
at a six-figure amount raised! Kudos to all of you for making that happen, we couldn’t 
have done it without you!
If you were unable to make our Casino Night event, and would still like to contribute 
we have a few upcoming things you can participate in to show your support for Verde 
Valley Sanctuary:

Giving Tuesday: Last year’s annual appeal was a 
rousing success, raising $73,014! We are launching 
our Giving Tuesday campaign once again, which 
begins Tuesday, Dec. 2, and usually runs through 
January. Many of you will be receiving a letter in 
the mail letting you know our Giving Tuesday 
annual appeal has launched, but you can also visit 
VerdeValleySanctuary.org and click on the “Donate” 
tab to participate.

Tax Credit Season: For those of you who owe 
the state of Arizona a few bucks in taxes this year, 
Verde Valley Sanctuary offers a way for community 
members and our supporters to participate in 
the Arizona Charitable Tax Credit program, taking 
advantage of a dollar-for-dollar credit to our 
Qualified Charitable Organization (QCO). This tax 
credit can be claimed on your Arizona personal tax 
return to reduce your state tax liabilities up to $987 if 
married filing jointly, or $495 if single. Our QCO code 
is #20041, and Tax ID #86-0741314. Last year, we had 
an impressive 122 gifts for $55,558 and we hope to 
surpass that this year! Visit VerdeValleySanctuary.org, 
navigate to the “Ways to Give” tab and click “AZ Tax 
Credit Donation” for more information.

So, whether you attended Casino Night, participate in Giving Tuesday, or visit one of our two amazing 
Twice Nice Thriftiques, there are plenty of ways for you to contribute to Verde Valley Sanctuary this holiday 
season. We thank you in advance for your support!

P.S. … A special thank you goes out to our Casino Night sponsors. Northern Arizona Healthcare, Pinnacle 
Bank, Queen B Vinyl Café, Sedona Paint Center, Your Team-By Kathy Cox, and Momentum Catalysts. We 
couldn’t have done it without you!

Arizona Gives Day: Set for Tuesday, April 7, 2026, 
Arizona Gives Day is a way that donors across the 
state of Arizona can raise awareness and support 
their favorite causes. Verde Valley Sanctuary raised 
$20,236 last year, and we will participate this year 
once again!

Twice Nice Thriftique Donations: Our Twice Nice 
locations in Sedona, 1225 W. State Route 89A, 
and Camp Verde, 527 S. Main St., are always in 
need of item donations including clothing, shoes, 
handbags, furniture, art, bikes and recreational 
equipment and more. Please visit these stores 
and make a contribution in this way! Remember, 
the survivors we serve shop every day for things 
they may need at Twice Nice and it is 100% free to 
them.

Upcoming Thrifty Events: In 2026, we plan on 
hosting another Spring Thrifty event at our Twice 
Nice Thriftique in Sedona, and we’ll have either a 
Summer of Fall Thrifty event at the Camp Verde 
Twice Nice Thriftique. Stay tuned on dates and 
more details in the new year!
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- Brian Bergner
Development and Communications Director



Snapshots From 
Recent VVS Events
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BLACKHAWK COFFEE
On Oct. 25, Blackhawk Coffee held 
their Grand Opening event at Twice 
Nice Thriftique in Sedona, 1225 W. 
State Route 89A. The coffee shop at 
Twice Nice Sedona is open Tuesday 
through Saturday, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
(Twice Nice Staff/VVS)

ACESDV EVENT
Verde Valley Sanctuary 
Development and Communications 
Director Brian Bergner and his wife, 
Irma Cernica, attended the 2025 
Arizona Coalition to End Domestic 
Violence Thrive Event on Nov. 8 in 
Phoenix. The event raised awareness 
on domestic violence in Arizona, and 
raised funds to help ensure survivors 
across Arizona have access to life-
saving services, advocacy and hope. 
(Brian Bergner/VVS)
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CASINO NIGHT
More than 120 supporters of Verde Valley 
Sanctuary attended the inaugural 2025 
Casino Night Fundraiser on Nov. 1, 2025, at 
Sedona Golf Resort’s Juniper Bar & Grille. 
The event was a smashing success as 
attendees were able to play live blackjack, 
poker, roulette and craps games, along 
with fun side games like the Lucky Loot 
Grab Box and a Glow in the Dark Putting 
Contest. Attendees also got to participate 
in a silent auction, listen to music from 
Downtown Brown Productions, and 
hear from a survivor and their journey to 
healing. The amount raised has yet to be 
determined, but it is believed the amount 
is in the six-figure range. Stay tuned for 
more on Casino Night results by visiting 
VerdeValleySanctuary.org. (Brian Bergner/
VVS)

STAFF POTLUCK
Verde Valley Sanctuary staff members and 
volunteers from the Twice Nice Thriftiques in 
Sedona and Camp Verde got together for a 
staff potluck Nov. 12 prior to the Thanksgiving 
holiday weekend. If interested in becoming a 
volunteer at one of the Twice Nice thrift stores, 
please visit VerdeValleySanctuary.org, navigate 
to the “Ways to Give” tab and click “Volunteer” 
for more information and an application. (Brian 
Bergner/VVS)



Thank You To Our Community Partners 
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