
June marks the beginning of 
monsoon in Arizona. I find that the 
season is always filled with the hope 
of spectacular monsoon storms 
that bring much needed water to 
our beautiful “Green” Valley. As I 
contemplated drafting this quarter’s 
Executive Director message, I couldn’t 
help but think of how the services and 
mission of Verde Valley Sanctuary also 
bring hope to survivors looking for 
the lifesaving services we provide in a 
stormy part of their lives – just like the 

monsoon brings lifesaving water as the outcome of a storm.

While summer brings us a time to slow down, spend more 
time with family, and take vacations, the need for our services 
does not slow down. As we approach the end of monsoon this 
fall, the support we, and you, provide helps so many survivors 
through their storms to a life of growth and abundance. Even as 
we wind down summer activities, and turn our hope to cooler 
temperatures, your steadfast support and, in turn, our support 
to survivors remains.

We stand at the ready for the call to assist yet another survivor 
through their personal monsoon and get to witness the beauty 
of the outcome.
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Wishlist
Verde Valley Sanctuary is in need of these 
items for our Survivors in Emergency 
Shelter and Transitional Housing. For an 
updated list, visit VerdeValleySanctuary.
org/Wish-Lists.
Emergency Shelter Items Needed
•	 Appointment calendars, planners.
•	 Brushes, combs, hair ties, bobby pins, 

hairspray.
•	 Shampoo, conditioner, body wash 

(children’s shampoo/body wash).
•	 Clothing (all sizes): sweatsuits, pajamas, 

women’s underwear (especially size 7), 
women’s socks 

•	 Flip flops, slippers (all sizes).
•	 Toilet paper, tissues, paper towels.
•	 Sets of towels.
•	 Toothbrushes, toothpaste, mouthwash.
•	 Women’s Hygiene Kits: Lotion, Q-Tips, 

perfume, deodorant, makeup (for all 
skin tones), tampons, mascara (black or 
brown), eyeliner, chapstick

•	 Men’s Hygiene Kits: Body wash, razors 
shampoo, bar of soap, shaving cream

•	 Cleaning supplies, disinfecting wipes and 
spray, dishwashing liquid.

•	 Sheets (twin), pillows (standard), 
pillowcases, comforters (twin).

•	 Storage bins for under bed storage.
•	 Laundry baskets, laundry detergent, 

dryer sheets.
•	 Plates, cups, bowls, mugs, silverware.
•	 Pots, pans, cookie sheets, bakeware.
•	 Gift Cards: gas and food
•	 Ear plugs, headphones.

Legal Advocacy Center & Outreach 
Center Items Needed
•	 Appointment calendars, planners.
•	 Large purses or briefcases 
•	 Bus tickets.
•	 Snacks: Chips, granola bars for clients
•	 Journals, composition books
•	 Affirmation cards (Louise Hay type)
•	 Any color T-shirt, plain (size large for 

awareness project).
•	 Gift Cards/Gift Certificates: gas, food
•	 Laundry baskets, detergent, dryer sheets.
•	 Cleaning Products: Starter basket for new 

apartment.
•	 Tissues (individually wrapped), Chapstick, 

sunscreen.
•	 Water bottles, tea, hot chocolate packets.
•	 Coloring books, crayons for children.
•	 Children’s books about consent, diversity, 

tolerance.
•	 Blue, black pens (fine point)

If interested in volunteering at one of our two Twice 
Nice Thriftiques in Sedona and Camp Verde, visit 
VerdeValleySanctuary.org/Volunteer.



In partnership with C. Eaton Photography, Verde 
Valley Sanctuary launched its inaugural Pet 
Calendar Contest for 2026.

With the contest running for 30 days in April, 13 
winners were selected to be part of the inaugural 
calendar and now, Verde Valley Sanctuary is selling 
copies of those calendars to their supporters to 
help raise money for survivors of domestic and 
sexual violence.

“I am thrilled to be bringing the Pet Calendar 
Contest fundraiser to the area via Verde Valley 
Sanctuary. The mission of this organization to 
help women in crisis is important and often 
underserved. The fact that VVS opens its arms 
not just to women, but their pets as well, makes 
this a perfect partnership,” Candice Eaton said. “I 
can’t wait to see all of the entries and meet the 13 
winners in May!”

Each of the 13 winning pets received a private 
photoshoot in the Verde Valley area with Eaton, 
which was the photo used for the 2026 calendar. 
Second through 13th place winners will be 
featured as a pet of the month and their owners 
receive a free calendar.

“This fundraiser is a perfect chance for our friends, 
who may also be pet lovers, a way to support 
Verde Valley Sanctuary in a fun way,” Development 
and Communications Director Brian Bergner said. 
“We thank C. Eaton Photography for bringing this 
special fundraiser to our Verde Valley area and 
supporting our survivors with this project.”

In addition, for those interested in supporting VVS 
without entering a pet, the 2026 contest calendar 
will be available for $20, plus shipping. Calendars 
will also be available for sale at both the Twice 
Nice Thriftiques in Sedona 
and Camp Verde.

For more information, 
please visit 
VerdeValleySanctuary.org, 
and click on “Pet Calendar 
Contest” under the “Ways 
to Give” tab. Interested 
parties can also reach out 
to Brian Bergner via email 
at Brian@VerdeValleySanctuary.
org, or call 928-821-9409.

‘Pet Calendar Contest’ fundraiser 
complete, calendars now on sale!

Pet Calendar
Scenic Verde ValleyScenic Verde Valley
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Pat Jansen to lead Verde Valley Sanctuary 
Board of Directors as David Hanke steps down
Hanke served 6 years on board, 4 as its president

After six years of service on the Verde Valley 
Sanctuary Board of Directors, including four 
as president, David Hanke announced he was 
stepping down in May. In June, the board 
unanimously voted Pat Jansen to lead the 
agency moving forward.

“I realize that I am replacing an outstanding 
leader,” Jansen said of Hanke. “He has led this 
organization through some difficult times. His 
oversight has brought more structure to the 
board, and he has greatly strengthened the 
organization. He has worked tirelessly for Verde 
Valley Sanctuary, and I only hope I can replace 
him with as much enthusiasm and dedication.”

Born in Michigan, Jansen earned her master’s 
degree at Oakland University and worked for 
General Motors for nearly three decades as a 
senior manager in Global Component Capacity 
Management. Once she and her husband, Joe, 
retired, they moved to Sedona and immediately 
became involved in the local community.

Jansen has served as an adjunct professor 
at Yavapai Community College and became 
affiliated with the Arizona Community 
Foundation’s Sedona Board of Advisors, the 
Sedona Public Library Board of Directors, Steps 
to Recovery Board of Directors, and the Desert 
Star Community School Board, where she also 
serves as president.

Through her work in the community, Jansen 
learned more about the services of Verde Valley 
Sanctuary, whose mission is to provide safety, 
services, and comfort to survivors of domestic 
and sexual violence, and chose to meet with 
Hanke and Executive Director Jessye Johnson to 
explore how she could help.

“We were obviously inspired by these 
discussions to become more actively involved, 
and become regular donors, and later became 
legacy donors,” Jansen said. “All of this inspired 
me to join the board.”

Jansen joined the VVS Board of Directors in January 
2024, quickly becoming vice president in February 
2024 before her colleagues voted her as president 
in June.

As the next board president, Jansen said that her 
experiences, professionally and personally, will be 
“helpful” to the organization and any challenges it 
faces.

“Verde Valley Sanctuary hopes to not only expand 
its current services but also fund a new Family 
Advocacy Center. I believe I can help with these 
efforts,” Jansen said, adding that in the future, 
she would like to see the community become 
increasingly aware of domestic and sexual abuse 
issues, and to better understand how to help end 
the cycle.

“While no single organization can serve all 
survivors or provide for all needs, I believe Verde 
Valley Sanctuary could serve as a hub or focal 
point to link all related organizations in the 
region,” Jansen said. “The various services Verde 
Valley Sanctuary provides need to continue to 
grow and inter-organizational communication 
and coordination will have a region-wide 
impact.”
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David Hanke, left, served on the Verde Valley Sanctuary 
Board of Directors for six years, and was president for 
four. He stepped down in June, 2025, and Pat Jansen was 
voted as the next president to lead VVS. (File photo, VVS)



Hanke, who early in his career spent time at UCLA 
Medical Center in Los Angeles as a registered 
nurse in the intensive care unit, said he knew all 
too well about the damage caused by domestic 
violence across the country.

“Once retired I felt it my duty to attempt to 
stop some of this damage in any way I could,” 
said Hanke, who spent 20-plus years as a senior 
executive in the healthcare industry, specifically 
medical equipment, sales, marketing and 
operations, after his time in the ICU. “My business 
background and finance knowledge became very 
important in helping to improve the Sanctuary.”

Hanke reflected on his legacy at VVS, pointing to a 
“team effort” approach.

“I am proud that we have expanded the 
organization over the last six years and purchased 
additional properties to expand services, like 
transitional housing and a centralized services 
campus for our clients,” Hanke said. “Additionally, 

I’m pleased the team restated our financial 
reporting to comply with GAAP standards and 
given the board confidence in their accuracy 
so they can make sound decisions for the 
organization.”

With VVS on a “very sound footing financially,” 
Hanke said, a board full of amazing people and a 
strategic plan moving forward, he felt it was time 
to step away.

“I’d like to thank Jessye [Johnson] and her staff 
as they stuck with the organization through a 
challenging year and came out on the other 
side stronger than ever,” Hanke said. “Jessye has 
done an excellent job of recruiting new staff and 
supporting the board to keep the organization 
moving in a positive direction.”

Valna Wilson will take over as vice president of 
the Board of Directors for VVS, while Holly Hulen 
(secretary), Nickie Pruitt (treasurer) and Sona 
Hernandez (board member) retain their roles.

The Arizona Charitable Tax 
Credit allows taxpayers to 
take advantage of a dollar-
for-dollar credit for donations 
to Qualifying Charitable 
Organizations (QCO), which 
Verde Valley Sanctuary is! 
This tax credit can be claimed 
on your Arizona personal tax 
return to reduce your state tax 
liabilities equal to the donated 
amount, up to the maximum 
allowable limits.

For 2025, the maximum 
allowable credit for 
contributions made to a QCO 
like Verde Valley Sanctuary 
is $987 if married and filing 
jointly, or $495 if single or 

married filing separate. For 
example, if a single individual 
owes $1,000 in taxes, but 
donates to a nonprofit agency 
like Verde Valley Sanctuary, 
their tax liability is reduced to 
$505. If a married couple filing 
jointly owes $1,000, their tax 
liability could be just $13!

And remember, Arizona 
taxpayers do not need to make 
their charitable contributions 
to QCOs before December 31 
of a given year in order to be 
eligible for the state tax credit 
for that year, the state allows 
taxpayers to claim the credit 
for gifts made all the way up 
until April 15.

Arizona Charitable Tax Credit

Donate to the Verde Valley Sanctuary 
using your tax credit!

Our QCO code is #20041
Our Federal Tax ID 
number is #86-0741314
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Have these numbers handy 
when reaching out to your tax 
professional!

Thank you again for your 
consideration in making a 
charitable contribution to Verde 
Valley Sanctuary.

Please call Brian Bergner at 928-
821-9409, or email 
Brian@VerdeValleySanctuary.org 
for more information.

or Visit VerdeValleySanctuary.org 
and click “Donate!”

To donate, scan 
the QR Code



Although Verde Valley Sanctuary provides a 
24/7/365 crisis hotline, emergency shelter and 
transitional housing for survivors of domestic 
violence and sexual assault, the agency also 
focuses its efforts on community outreach, 
including their monthly visits to local Verde Valley 
libraries to host educational support groups.

Held typically during the fourth week of 
every month, VVS advocates rotate between 
the Cottonwood Public Library, Camp Verde 
Community Library and Community Library 
Sedona to offer survivors a place to receive support.

Community Based Advocacy Director Vivien Mann 
said all survivors are welcome.

“We offer survivors of domestic and sexual violence 
an avenue to continue their healing process with 
our educational support groups,” Mann said. 
“These groups are held in a private space to protect 
anonymity and confidentiality.”

Mann stated that VVS advocates can provide 
childcare when needed during the session, as long 
as a survivor calls in advance (928-641-6916), while 
bilingual support and a private room at the library 
are also provided.

Since its inception in 1993, VVS has held various 
versions of educational support groups, but this 
unique opportunity for survivors to visit a safe 
space at a public library in their own town allows 
VVS advocates to bring their expertise to the client, 
instead of meeting them first once in crisis at 
shelter, or through lay legal services.

“Healing from trauma can be very lonely and we 
want survivors to know that they don’t have to 
walk the path alone,” Mann said. “We are here 
for safety planning, advocacy, court support, 

and guidance to other resources to ease their 
situation.”

The curriculum focuses on three main pieces of 
agency support: domestic violence, sexual violence 
and healing from trauma. 

VVS advocates can aid survivors in identifying 
unhealthy relationships, safety planning, and how 
domestic violence effects children. Advocates can 
also reveal a pattern of behavior used to gain or 
maintain power and control.

In sexual violence cases, VVS advocates can help 
a survivor identify the many faces of coercion and 
harassment, while exploring options after assault, 
victim’s rights, secondary victims and moving 
forward.

Lastly, VVS advocates can guide survivors in 
finding their way to healing and activities such as 
journaling, poetry, art, music and movement.

Verde Valley Sanctuary 
advocates visit local libraries 
every month to offer support 
to survivors
Cottonwood, Camp Verde, Sedona 
visits take place in 4th week of 
month

Camp Verde Community Library, 130 Black 
Bridge Loop Road: Fourth Tuesday every month 
from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.

Community Library Sedona, 3250 White Bear 
Road: Fourth Wednesday every month from 4 to 
5 p.m.

Cottonwood Public Library, 100 S. 6th St.: Fourth 
Thursday every month from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m.

The educational support group 
schedule is as follows:

For more information about the educational 
support groups at a Verde Valley library near you, 
please reach out to Vivien Mann at 928-641-6916, or 
email Vivien@VerdeValleySanctuary.org.

Page 6



Verde Valley Sanctuary (VVS) recently announced 
its newest leadership team hire as Lindsay Brooks 
was named the new Finance and Administration 
Director after her predecessor, Jessica Bryson, left 
the agency last fall. Brooks spent the last several 
years working for the Arizona Coalition to End 
Sexual and Domestic Violence (ACESDV) before 
joining the agency in February. 

Originally from Prescott Valley, Brooks will 
manage all aspects of the organization’s financial 
and administrative operations, and most human 
resources duties.

“We couldn’t be happier to have Lindsay join our 
team,” VVS Executive Director Jessye Johnson 
said. “Her background in nonprofit accounting, 
in addition to her passion for our mission and 
her roots in Yavapai County made her the perfect 
choice for Verde Valley Sanctuary.”

Johnson thanked Bryson for her dedication 
during her tenure.

“We appreciate Ms. Bryson and the tireless work 
she put in as a key member of our leadership 
team here at VVS,” Johnson said. “While we were 
sad to see her go, we are excited to have Lindsay 
on board as we move forward and continue to 
serve survivors in the Verde Valley and beyond.”

Earning her AAS in accounting from Phoenix 
College, Brooks joined Scottsdale Recovery Center 
in January 2016 as an accounting specialist while 
doing contracted bookkeeping for Ponderosa 
Business Services during the same timeframe. In 
December 2020, she joined St. Joseph the Worker 
as an employment specialist before moving on to 
ACESDV in January 2022.

During her 
time as a bookkeeper for 
ACESDV, Brooks led project management 
efforts within the organization, assisted in 
audit preparation, supervised administrative 
volunteers, generated monthly financial reports 
and monitored and supported the annual budget 
for the agency. She is also knowledgeable in 
grant management, especially Victims of Crime 
Act (VOCA) federal funding and the state’s 
Department of Economic Security funding, both 
of which are key to VVS’ operational purposes.

In her spare time, Brooks enjoys hiking, reading 
and going on road trips while spending time with 
her son, Aron, and her two dogs Angel and Diesel, 
and two cats, Gracie and Mr. Swift. She is also a 
“Swiftie,” enjoying Taylor Swift music since the hit 
single “Teardrops on My Guitar” graced the radio 
waves.

Brooks said that her focus is to support the 
organization’s mission through “sound fiscal 
leadership” while being passionate about 
“creating transparent, sustainable systems that 
empower long-term impact while leading with 
compassion, integrity and strategy.”

“I’m excited to join an organization in the 
county that raised me,” Brooks said. “I’m deeply 
passionate about serving communities affected 
by violence using trauma-informed practices in 
everyday life.”

Verde Valley Sanctuary hires 
new Finance and Administration 
Director Lindsay Brooks
Brooks comes to VVS after several 
years at Arizona Coalition to End 
Sexual and Domestic Violence
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In effort to continue raising awareness on 
domestic violence, Verde Valley Sanctuary (VVS) 
provides local schools with the opportunity to 
be part of one of its longest-standing programs 
within the agency, the Youth Empowerment 
Services (YES) Program.

Aimed at equipping young people in the Verde 
Valley and beyond with the skills to resist 
violence and abuse, along with information to 
help empower them to make positive choices, 
the YES Program fosters an early investment 
in prevention and intervention strategies that 
promote healthy parent-child relationships, 
friendships, and dating relationships.

According to a 2023 study completed by the 
American Academy of Child and Adolescent 
Psychiatry, between three and 10 million children 
and teens witness domestic violence each year. 
Additionally, the National Domestic Violence 
Hotline reports that one in 15 children are 
exposed to intimate partner violence annually, 
with 90% of them witnessing violence.

And that’s not all.

A study published by the United Nations Office 
on Drugs and Crime in 2018 revealed that an 
average of 137 women across the world are killed 
by a partner or family member every day. There’s 
no way to know in how many of those cases a 
child was present, or even in the next room.

And in a study done during the COVID-19 
pandemic in 2020, the U.S. Department of 
Justice reported that 25% of kids are exposed to 
family violence during their lifetime.

Amanda Majewski, Training and Education 
Manager for VVS, has taught the YES Program in 
local schools for four years. She said that because 
of those unfortunate facts, she believes it’s 
important for all local youth to be educated early 
on about domestic violence.

“It’s invigorating, knowing that the education 
they are receiving could possibly change the 
future for some of these students,” Majewski 
said. “Being educated on how to manage their 
emotions and what signs to look out for in a 
healthy versus unhealthy relationship early in 
their lives will help them greatly in adulthood.”

Majewski updates the presentations frequently 
so that the YES Program is relatable to their 
current lives.

“It’s a fun way to learn while connecting as a 
class. The curriculum is centered around topics 
that they will most likely experience in their 
lives,” Majewski said. “After the five-week course 
they will have the tools, they need to help them 
through situations safely and confidently. It 
may not have been something they learned 
otherwise.”

The five-week course has different levels 
of discussion and topics to accommodate 
kindergarten all the way up to eighth grade 
students.

Community Based Advocacy Director Vivien 
Mann said the agency delivers many services to 
survivors of domestic and sexual violence after 
the fact, but the YES Program provides staff with 
an opportunity to offer preventative services.

“One of our main focuses is to go ‘upstream’ 
and see if we can offer prevention services so 
that the violence does not occur and individuals 
are safer,” Mann said. “For that goal we offer an 
evidenced-based program that teaches healthy 
relationships to educate individuals on what 
constitutes a healthy relationship and how 
to watch for ‘warning signs’ of an unhealthy 
relationship.”

Verde Valley Sanctuary YES Program plays 
important role in domestic violence awareness 
among local youth
YES Program offered to Yavapai County schools in 2025-26
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Currently, the YES Program provides classroom training in several schools across the Verde Valley 
and in Yavapai County including Camp Verde Middle School and Canon Elementary School in Black 
Canyon City. Clarkdale-Jerome School District is welcoming the YES Program during the 2025-26 
school year. On average, each classroom is provided with five courses per school year during a five-
week period, with interactive presentations and conversations where the presenters encourage youth 
input.

The YES Program curriculum includes empowerment, self-awareness, bullying, peer pressure, stress 
and relaxation, gratitude, body image, empathy and compassion, healthy and unhealthy relationships, 
red flag-green flag training, and mental health. Each class begins with icebreakers and ends with an 
engaging activity like the program’s own version of “Family Feud.”

The YES Program is also available at the Cottonwood Public Library, 100 S. 6th St., every Monday from 
3:30 to 4:30 p.m. for children ages 8 to 12 and continues into the summer months with the “YES I Can” 
program.

For more information, visit 
VerdeValleySanctuary.org, navigate to the “Get 
Educated” tab and click YES Program, or visit 
VerdeValleySanctuary.org/yes-program. 

If school administrators or board members are 
interested in having the YES Program in their 
district, reach out to Amanda Majewski via 
email at Amanda@VerdeValleySanctuary.org, 
or call 928-821-5611.
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Emerson Theatre partners with Verde Valley 
Sanctuary to host ‘Silence is Not Golden’ production 
Sept. 12-14
Anita Yellin Simons’ play to raise awareness on domestic 
violence
Verde Valley Sanctuary (VVS) recently announced 
its newest partnership with Emerson Theatre 
Collaborative (ETC) on a project called “Silence 
is Not Golden,” a three-show production in 
September designed to raise awareness on 
domestic and sexual violence.

Written by Anita Yellin Simons, “Silence is Not 
Golden” begins the 18th season of production for 
ETC and is scheduled for Friday through Sunday, 
Sept. 12-14, at Verde Valley School’s Brady Hall, 3511 
Verde Valley School Road. Friday and Saturday 
times are set for 7 p.m. with a 2 p.m. matinee time 
Sunday.

Before the days of Phil Donahue or Oprah, no one 
talked about domestic abuse or self-esteem – it 
was a private and embarrassing subject. The play 
begins with Linda, a young newlywed, who is so 
in love with her husband Larry that she believes 
him when he tells her everything is her fault. Each 
time there is an “incident” she continues to stand 
by her man and wait for a better day. What other 

choices does she have? Finally, she reaches her 
limit and fights back. But at what cost to her?

ETC has gathered a stellar ensemble cast for this 
premier performance of “Silence is Not Golden,” 
with actors from a variety of locations including 
New York, Los Angeles and northern Arizona.

Audrey Young is set to play Linda, while Joel 
Austin was cast for the role of Larry. Others include 
Jake Monson as Officer Wilson, Joel Diggs as 
Officer Smith, Kandy Kapelle as Judi and Annie 
Thomas as Linda’s understudy.

VVS, a local nonprofit whose mission is to provide 
safety, services, and comfort to survivors of 
domestic and sexual violence, offers a 24/7/365 
pet-friendly emergency shelter and crisis 
hotline, transitional housing, lay legal advocacy, 
community-based advocacy, public outreach 
and awareness, and youth violence prevention 
education.
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In fiscal year 2024-25, VVS provided services to more than 
1,500 survivors of domestic violence and sexual assault, 
including nearly 9,500 bed nights provided and almost 
1,300 crisis hotline calls answered, a 28% increase from the 
previous year.

Producer and co-Director Camilla Ross said that “Silence is 
Not Golden” reveals how important mental health is when it 
comes to being aware of domestic violence.

“It’s a place where we’ve failed to have the conversations 
and we’ve failed to support the importance of mental health 
in the lives of those who suffer from the illness,” Ross said. 
“Domestic violence is associated with depression, anxiety, 
PTSD, and substance abuse. We must get this right.”

Ross added that “Silence is Not Golden” is being dedicated 
to Kelly Paduchowski, a local Verde Valley resident who 
recently lost her life to domestic violence.

Every 68 seconds, someone in the United States is sexually 
assaulted, according to a 2020 study by the Department 
of Justice. Furthermore, only 19% of sexual assaults are 
committed by a stranger, with 72% by a current or former 
spouse, partner or acquaintance. And 75% of sexual assaults 
are not reported. 

Co-Director Kaycee Palumbo added that with so many 
unreported domestic violence cases out there, raising 
awareness is key, and “Silence is Not Golden” will help 
accomplish that.

“Raising community awareness and support for Verde Valley 
Sanctuary’s life-saving work is key,” Palumbo said.

Executive Director Jessye Johnson said when she first 
learned that ETC was interested in partnering with VVS 
to produce a play that focused on raising awareness of 
domestic and sexual violence, she was thrilled.

“Any opportunity, through any medium and especially 
through art, is a profound and fantastic way to spread 
awareness about the issues and complexities of domestic 
and sexual violence victimization,” Johnson said. “We are 
beyond grateful to Emerson Theatre for bringing awareness 
to these issues, and for including Verde Valley Sanctuary in 
the partnership.”

Tickets to the “Silence is Not Golden” production are on 
sale now, with general seating at $40 and reserved seating 
at $50 when purchased in advance. At the door general 
seating is $55. For more information, or to purchase 
tickets, visit VerdeValleySanctuary.org and navigate over 
the “Events” tab and click “Silence is Not Golden,” or visit, 
emersontheatercollaborative.org/event/silence-is-not-
golden.
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Scan the 
QR code to 
Purchase 
Tickets: 

Audrey Young was cast to play 
Linda in the upcoming production, 
“Silence is Not Golden.” (Emerson 

Theatre/Courtesy)

Joel Austin was cast to play Larry 
in the upcoming production, 

“Silence is Not Golden.” (Emerson 
Theatre/Courtesy)



The inaugural 2025 Spring Thrifty at Twice Nice Thriftique, 1225 W. State 
Route 89A, Sedona, raised $3,519 after expenses for survivors of domestic 
and sexual violence, not to mention store sales itself coming in at more 
than $6,000, triple the number of an average Saturday! Lastly, the amount 
of donations that came into the store on that day in March can be used for 
resale, or to give to a client in need. Thank you to all community members 
who participated in this awesome event! (Brian Bergner/VVS)

A big thank you to Findlay 
Hyundai Prescott and Findlay 
Auto Group for working with 
us on the purchase of a new 
vehicle for our Outreach and Lay 
Legal Services department. It 
will be used for direct survivor 
services, events and more. They 
gave us a great deal, and this 
vehicle will serve the Verde Valley 
community for a long time! 
(Brian Bergner/VVS)

Page 12



Demo at our main campus, 
221 S. Main St., Cottonwood, 
where Verde Valley Sanctuary 
Lay Legal and Outreach 
Services reside is now 
complete. 

Thank you Joe Mulcaire 
Contracting on a job well 
done! We look forward to 
building our new Family 
Advocacy Center on site 
one day soon! 
(Brian Bergner/VVS)
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The Giving Corner
Upcoming fundraisers provide community with 
opportunity to support the Sanctuary

The summer months provide those of us in the nonprofit development world 
the opportunity to plan out the upcoming fiscal year of fundraisers, public 
appearances, donor meetings, stakeholder phone calls, newsletters, annual 
reports, and more.

This summer is no different for me at Verde Valley Sanctuary!

At the close of fiscal year 2024-25 (June 30), I’m happy to report that Verde 
Valley Sanctuary raised $383,644 with an impressive 612 gifts, surpassing our 
fiscal year goal by more than $8,000! Bravo to the Verde Valley community 
for all that you have done to help us crush our goal by participating in Giving 
Tuesday, an annual appeal, our Spring Thrifty event, Arizona Gives Day, tax 
credit and more!

So, what’s next, you might ask? 
Here are some upcoming fundraisers you should know about:

Scheduled for Friday-Sunday, Sept. 12-14, 
Emerson Theatre proudly presents “Silence 
is Not Golden,” a production written by Anita 
Yellin Simons designed to raise awareness on 
domestic violence. 

The cast is set, and Verde Valley School’s 
Brady Hall, 3511 Verde Valley School Road in 
Sedona, will host the three-day event. Friday 
and Saturday are scheduled for 7 p.m., while 
Sunday’s matinee is set for 2 p.m. Tickets 
are on sale now, visit VerdeValleySanctuary.
org, navigate to the “Events” tab and click on 
“Silence is Not Golden” to purchase your seats, 
which start at $40.

Silence is Not Golden: 

Scan the 
QR code to 
Purchase 
Tickets: 
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Casino Night

Scan the QR code 
to Get Tickets: 

The fifth and final benefit dinner at Page Springs Cellars is 
scheduled for Sunday and Monday, Oct. 19-20, 4:30 p. m., at 1500 
N. Page Springs Road, Cornville. Tickets are now on sale. Visit 
VerdeValleySanctuary.org, navigate to the “Events” tab and click 
“Vin de Filles” to purchase.

Verde Valley Sanctuary’s inaugural 2025 Casino Night 
Fundraiser is sure to be fun and exciting for all who 
attend! Set for 6 to 9 p.m. Saturday, November 1, at 
Juniper Bar & Grille at Sedona Golf Resort, 35 Ridge 
Trail Drive, tickets are set to go on sale by September 
1 at $125 per person. Each ticket includes two free 
drinks, Hors d’Oeuvres, and a $100 chip voucher 
to be used at our blackjack, poker, roulette and 
craps tables. Participants will be able to purchase 
additional chip vouchers for $20 at registration, or 
3 for $50, or $25 thereafter. Entertainment will be 
provided by Downtown Browne Productions. Also 
available during the evening will be a Glow in the 
Dark Putt Contest, an opportunity to win $300 in 
cash from our Lucky Loot Grab Box, a silent auction, 
raffle prizes and a paddle raise at the end of the 
evening. Visit VerdeValleySanctuary.org, navigate to 
the “Events” tab and click “Casino Night” to purchase 
your tickets by October 15!

Watch for our fall/winter edition of the newsletter as we’ll share photos from our Casino Night, and 
have information about the upcoming Giving Tuesday event, our annual appeal, and end-of-year 
tax credit and potential dates for the Spring and Summer Thrifty events at Twice Nice in Sedona 

and Camp Verde! If you have any questions, please reach out to me via email at 
Brian@VerdeValleySanctuary.org, or call 928-821-9409.

Vin de Filles

Scan the QR code 
to Learn More: 
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Thank you to our Community Partners 
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PO Box 595, Sedona AZ 86339
(928) 282-2755
VerdeValleySanctuary.org

@VerdeValleySantuary


